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Those Orange Things In The Back:

Timpani For Percussionists
exercises and patterns
By
Bryan Lackey

Collecting and expanding upon the exercises from
Those Orange Things In The Back
bryanlackey.com/timpani

as part of
Practical Application 2
for American Band College at Central Washington University

This work is released freely into the public domain. Please copy and distribute as you like!
However, if these exercises are useful to you, or you have any suggestions for
improvement, please drop me a line at BandDirectorBL(@yahoo.com



Using these exercises

These exercises are intended to help develop basic timpani skills for younger percussionists. Each exercise is
presented for snare drum, bass drum, and mallets, in addition to its timpani equivalent, but they are
grouped according to where each pattern is most commonly found. "Bass drum based patterns" are most
commonly found in bass drum parts, "Snare drum based patterns" in snare music, etc. The "Marching quads
and mallet percussion based patterns" section is the most technically challenging.

Each pattern is short, and many times the same patterns are presented at increasing subdivision. |
recommend repeating each pattern slowly and gradually increasing tempo as you become more comfortable
reading the music and moving around the timpani. Happy music making!

-BJL



Those Orange Things In The Back:

Timpani For Percussionists

exercises and patterns
Bass Drum based patterns
@  basic pattern on 2 timpani
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3 on4timpani
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score - 3

(3 in Eb on 2 timpani @ in Eb on 3 timpani
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score - 6

Snare Drum based patterns
(D eighth notes, accents on 1 and 3, on 2 timpani
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score - 7
(3)on 4 timpani
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score - 8

Marching quads and mallet percussion based patterns

-0 mn QL o
-0 TN N T
) i QL o
-0 TN N T
@ i @ i
o) o o) o)
0] o o
0] o o ©)
" 2
c g
] ¢
£ S
© 2
o < n .
£ ) S g ™ 5
2O K AN O R
o] VID DIV
o Jen He
z = = NGe N
\ L N~ /[

1D ) o
1E7

I

V AN

\




score - 9
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score - 10

Three drum patterns
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score - 13

(DFour drum patterns
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@mix and match
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum

Those Orange Things In The Back:

Timpani For Other Percussionists

exercises and patterns
Bass Drum based patterns Bryan Lackey

(1 Dbasic pattern on 2 timpani
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 2

(@ dotted eighth-sixteenth quarter on 2 drums

3 on 4 timpani




Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 3

Snare Drum based patterns

eighth notes, accents on 1 and 3, on 2 timpani
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 4

Marching quads and mallet percussion based patterns

Two drum patterns
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 5

Three drum patterns
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 6

Four drum patterns

(rolls optional)
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 7

@ mix and match
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Snare Drum/Bass Drum - 8
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Marching Quads
Those Orange Things In The Back:

Timpani For Other Percussionists
exercises and patterns

Bass Drum based patterns Bryan Lackey
(1) basic pattern on 2 timpani
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Marching Quads - 2

(@ dotted eighth-sixteenth quarter on 2 drums
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Snare Drum based patterns

®eighth notes, accents on 1 and 3, on 2 timpani
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Marching Quads - 3

®on 4 timpani
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Marching Quads - 4

Marching quads and mallet percussion based patterns

Two drum patterns
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Marching Quads - 5

Three drum patterns

@ (rolls optional)
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Marching Quads - 6

Four drum patterns
@ (rolls optional)
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Marching Quads - 7
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Marching Quads - 8
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Mallet percussion

Those Orange Things In The Back:

Timpani For Other Percussionists

exercises and patterns
Bass Drum based patterns Bryan Lackey

(@ basic pattern on 2 timpani
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Mallet percussion - 2
(@ dotted eighth-sixteenth quarter on 2 drums

2 on 3 timpani




Mallet percussion - 3
Snare Drum based patterns

®eighth notes, accents on 1 and 3, on 2 timpani
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Mallet percussion - 4

Marching quads and mallet percussion based patterns

Two drum patterns
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Mallet percussion - 5

Three drum patterns
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Mallet percussion - 6

Four drum patterns
@ (rolls optional)
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Mallet percussion - 7
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Mallet percussion - 8
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